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BROWN, Hubert                                               
 
Lance Corporal, 3028 
1st /8th Battalion London Regiment  
(Post Office Rifles)  
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Friday 15th September 1916 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Thiepval 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 23 years 
 
Hubert Brown’s father, grandfather and great grandfather all worked as plumbers, 
painters and glaziers and they appear to have been successful tradesmen running a 
small family business.   
 
Hubert’s great grandfather, William, born about 1810 in Haverhill, married Sarah, and 
they raised five children.  Their eldest child, Charles, who was Hubert’s grandfather, 
married Ann Bush, a silk weaver, in 1859, and they had two sons, William and 
Charles, before Ann died in 1868. 
 
In 1882, Hubert’s father, Charles  
married Harriet Whiting, a widow with  
two daughters.  She bore Charles 
seven children, all at 4 Waveney 
Terrace, including Hubert, their third 
youngest, born on 26th July 1892.  By 
1901 the family had moved to 91 High 
Street.                             
                                        89-95 High Street 

 
 
Hubert, known as Tim to his friends, however did not join the family business like his 
two older brothers, instead, by the time he was 18 he had left home and found 
employment as a warehouse porter. In 1911 Hubert, was one of 82 porters living at 
the Co-operative Society’s male hostel at Bennett Street, Blackfriars, London.   

The South West Suffolk Echo, reported that Hubert had enlisted on 21st November 
1914 as Private, 3028, in the 1st /8th Battalion London Regiment (Post Office Rifles). 
He was later promoted to Lance Corporal.   

The Battalion saw home service in the London area before embarking from 
Southampton for Le Havre on 17 March 1915 and after a period of training, they 
entered the trenches to see action in the battle for Festubert on 11th May that year.  

The regiment saw further action at Loos in 1915 before moving further south during 
1916. The 1/8th Battalion were heavily involved in 2 major actions in September 
1916 - The Battle of High Wood and Battle of Flers-Courcelette. 
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Action began on 14th September and seven days later, the Division had captured 
High Wood, before advancing to Flers and Courcelette, but Hubert knew nothing of 
this.  He had been killed on the 15th September 1916.  Raymond Asquith, the Prime 
Minister’s son, was killed on the same day in the same action. 

 

The South West Suffolk Echo reported on 7th October 1916:  

There is, unfortunately, reason to fear that Rifleman Hubert Brown of the City 

of London Regiment, third surviving son of Mr & Mrs Chas. Brown, of 91, High 

Street, has been killed in action at the age of 23 years.  

 
Though no official intimation had yet reached his parents, his father had received a 
letter from the chaplain expressing his sympathy at the time of their bereavement.  

 
The same paper also reported that a friend of 
Rifleman Brown had also received a letter from 
a friend in France. “I deeply regret to say that 
poor ‘Tim Brown’ was killed in action either on 
Sunday or Monday…I saw his grave and got 
particulars of his death from one of our mutual 
chums who was with him. He was killed by a 
shell and must have died immediately Poor 
Tim. He was a good soldier and as a bomber 
he was fearless….” 
 

One week later on 14th October 1916 it further reported: 
Last week we announced the probability that Lance-Cpl Hubert Brown, 
London Regt, son of Mr & Mrs Chas. Brown, of 91, High Street, had been 
killed. Unfortunately this has since been proved to be but too true, official 
intimation having been received to the effect that he was killed in action on 
September 15th. 

 
Although the report in the paper 
stated that a friend had seen his 
grave L/Cpl Brown is 
commemorated on the Thiepval 
Memorial, one of more than 
70,000 names inscribed who 
have no known grave.   

 
Hubert is also remembered on the Old Independent 
Church Memorial and was awarded the Victory and 
British Medals and the 1915 Star.   
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At the unveiling of the war memorial, in 1920, a wreath was laid with the message:  
 

In ever-loving memory of L/Cpl. H. Brown, from sorrowing Mother, Brothers and 
Sisters. 

 
Hubert’s father had died in 1918. 
 
 

 
 
 


